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Feedback
We are proposing to return to using weed killers containing glyphosate as this will create a saving of $3.5
million a year.
If we keep using other methods of weed control, there will be a 0.66 per cent increase in rates.
Support
Comments:
The proposal to return to using weed killers containing glyphosate as a means of saving $3.5 million a year for
Christchurch is the right decision and is supported by Agcarm.
Anyone visiting Canterbury’s garden city will notice that the city is fighting for attention over the growth of unsightly
weeds. The Christchurch City Council, no longer able to keep on top of weeds that are taking hold of cracks and
unsealed surfaces, is breaking its budget to stop them from taking over the city.
Why do the city streets, once pristine and distinguished, look like they’re uncared for, despite an increase of
millions of dollars for weed control?
Rewind to 2015, when the Council deliberated on changes to weed killer use, Agcarm submitted in support of
continuing to use the versatile weedkiller to manage weeds without any extra cost.
Fast forward three years and recent media reports show that the use of alternate products in Christchurch can’t
control weeds. The additional weed control budget of $11.5 million - approved, at the time, by city council rate
payers has already been spent. An additional $850,000 is now needed to support these more expensive control
options.
Council park staff are calling for councillors to soften their position on glyphosate. A recent article on Stuff quotes
a City Councillor as saying that the situation is “absolutely ludicrous”. “Our city is going backwards in its Garden
City image as a consequence” (of the glyphosate ban).
At the time of the decision, the information presented by council staff was both misleading and misrepresented
the facts (see attachment - glyphosate the facts)
The fact is that glyphosate has recorded over 40 years of safe use. Comprehensive toxicological studies
repeated over this time have demonstrated the strong safety profile of this widely-used herbicide. Over 160
countries approve the safe use of glyphosate -supported by one of the most extensive human health, crop residue
and environmental databases ever compiled on a pesticide.
IARC is one of four World Health Organisation programs to have reviewed glyphosate – the other three concluded
that glyphosate is not a carcinogen or does not represent a hazard to human health.
Many of the concerns about glyphosate have resulted from the classification of glyphosate as a probable
carcinogen (Category 2A) by the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) in 2014. This classification
puts it in the same category as substances like coffee, bacon and aloe vera. IARC classified processed meat like
salami as carcinogenic to humans (Group 1).

Created by Consult24 Online Submissions Page 1 of 2

Draft Annual Plan 2020-21 from Ross, Mark organisation: Agcarm
The IARC report is not a risk assessment. It refers specifically to the chemical active and does not suggest that
the use of glyphosate products, according to their registered use, pose any threat.
Chemical products such as glyphosate are among the most highly regulated in the world and are periodically
reviewed. Neither of New Zealand’s regulators responsible for glyphosate – the Environmental Protection
Authority and the Ministry for Primary Industries - nor Australia’s, considers glyphosate to be harmful.
In fact, no regulatory agency in the world considers glyphosate to be a carcinogen. The overwhelming conclusion
of experts worldwide is that glyphosate, when used according to label directions, does not present an
unreasonable risk of adverse effects to humans, wildlife or the environment.
Christchurch City Council must focus on rebuilding the city and providing effective infrastructure for future growth.
Communities rely on public facilities like parks, nature reserves and recreational areas. The maintenance of these
often requires the careful and responsible use of approved chemicals to manage weeds.
The Council needs to revisit its original decision. Using glyphosate-based products, according to label
instructions, will help revive the glory of the garden city at no additional cost to the public and save the city $3.5
million a year.

We are considering whether to provide a one-off 5 per cent ($360,000) boost to the Strengthening
Communities Fund to acknowledge the challenges faced by community organisations as a result of the
COVID-19 crisis and Level 4 lockdown.
If we introduce this increase, there will be a 0.07 per cent increase in rates.
Support
Comments:

Any other comments:
Please be as specific as possible to help us understand your views. You can upload supporting documents
below.
Recent international research, based on data from the United Nations’ Food and Agricultural
Organisation, found that New Zealand rated seventh in the world for bee population growth over a
decade.
The Ministry of Primary Industries 2019 Apiculture monitoring report highlights the the number of registered bee
hives reached 918,026 in June 2019, an increase of 36,841 hives (4 percent) on the prior year. Strong market
demand for monofloral manuka honey is still driving an increase in hive numbers.
Bees are in fact are thriving in New Zealand, with no deaths from the use of pesticides (glyphosate) recorded.

Attached Documents

glyphosate the facts - Agcarm submission to ChCh City Council 28 June 2020
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